WASHINGTON STATE DEPARTMENT OF

Natural Resources

Doug Sutherland - Commissioner of Public Lands

Fire Season 2004

DNR succeeded in meeting its main
objectives of the 2004 fire season:
providing for the safety of its firefighters
and the public, and detecting and
controlling most wildfires when small.
This success id thanks to all the inter-
agency partners, contractors, fire support
personnel and, especially, the DNR
dispatchers, fireline overhead, fire
fighters, and support personnel.

Early in the year, long-range weather
models predicted above normal
temperatures and below normal rainfall
for the period including June through
August. The fire season was setting up to be the fifth consecutive year of above normal fire
danger, with one of the driest springs ever recorded at many weather stations statewide. Some
moisture was received in May, but that was followed by three months of very warm and dry
weather. Dramatic changes took place in August; the last three weeks of August set record
precipitation events statewide. This weather pattern essentially brought an early end to the fire
season in Western Washington. A few fires continued to be reported mainly on the eastside, but
none grew very large.

Every year, DNR seeks to keep 95 percent of the wildfires that affect lands protected by the
agency to less than 10 acres. By doing this, fires are less dangerous, consume fewer natural
resources, and pose less threat to residences and other human developments. DNR achieved this
objective for 2004.

Compared to the last five years, 2004 was an average one for DNR in terms of the number of
wildfires on, or threatening, lands protected by the agency. DNR responded to 1,654 reports of
fire, of which there were 863 classified fires that burned 6,975 acres of land. Following a typical
pattern, both the numbers of fires and acreage burned were markedly higher in the areas east of
the crest of the Cascade Mountains as compared to areas west of the Cascades — there were 552
fires that burned 6,503 acres on the east side, versus 311 fires that burned 472 acres on the west
side.

The number of wildfires experienced by DNR in 2004 comes close to the 5-year average, while
the area burned was about 41 percent lower than the 5-year average. DNR controlled 95 percent
of the fires before they grew greater than 10 acres in size. However, as in every year, a small
number of fires did grow large. There were five relatively large, complex incidents that burned
primarily on DNR jurisdiction during 2004. These were called Mud Lake (4,000 acres), Elk
Heights (358 acres), Lauderdale (250 acres), Eagle Rock (308 acres), and Mill Canyon (150



acres). The first three listed occurred in the Southeast Region, and the latter two were in the
Northeast Region. In addition, DNR had joint jurisdiction in a number of the major fires in the
state.

DNR also provided firefighting assistance to federal, state and local fire agencies under
cooperative agreements. Outside of Washington State, DNR personnel responded to fire calls in
Oregon, Colorado, New Mexico, Alaska, and the Canadian province of British Columbia.

Points of Interest:

e Among DNR’s six upland operational regions, Northeast Region had the highest number
of fires (390), followed by Pacific Cascade Region (166), and Southeast Region (162).

e Southeast Region led the state in the largest acreage burned, mainly due to the Mud Lake
Project Fire that burned 4,000 acres. Lightning was responsible for starting the highest
number of fires. However, arson was a significant problem, resulting in 11 fires, two of
which became large, complex fires that were both difficult and expensive to control.

e Northeast Region had the second highest acreage burned. In this region, lightning was
responsible for both the highest number of starts and greatest acreage burned.

e South Puget Sound Region had the distinction of having the first fire of the season (the
Nettleton Two-Mile Fire in January), as well as the last fire of the season (the Doctor
Jeckyll Fire in November). Considering different ways that fires start, the highest number
of fires in this region was caused by public recreation. Debris burning was responsible for
the greatest area burned in this region.



Preliminary Totals for Classified Fires*
From 1/1/2004 to 12/31/2004

NORTHEAST REGION
General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Arson 2 0.20
Children 10 12.10
Debris Burning 71 231.30
Lightning 210 622.30
Logging 2 1.30
Miscellaneous 67 331.30
Railroad 7 11.90
Recreation 19 207.00
Smoker 2 0.20
TOTAL: 390 1,417.60
NORTHWEST REGION
Arson 5 31.20
Children 4 0.40
Debris Burning 8 112.20
Lightning 2 0.30
Miscellaneous 19 11.60
Recreation 9 3.80
Smoker 1 0.50
TOTAL: 48 160.00
OLYMPIC REGION
Arson 4 4.80
Children 2 6.50
Debris Burning 9 4,70
Logging 3 3.10
Miscellaneous 10 18.60
Recreation 2 1.00
Smoker 1 0.10
TOTAL: 31 38.80
PACIFIC CASCADE REGION
Arson 13 9.20
Children 8 19.70
Debris Burning 40 49.60
Lightning 6 15.90
Logging 3 17.30
Miscellaneous 56 70.80
Railroad 2 0.90
Recreation 33 18.20
Smoker 5 2.20

TOTAL: 166 203.80



SOUTH PUGET SOUND REGION

General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Arson 9 0.80
Children 5 3.10
Debris Burning 14 51.60
Lightning 5 0.10
Logging 2 4,70
Miscellaneous 15 6.60
Recreation 16 3.60

TOTAL: 66 70.50

SOUTHEAST REGION

Arson 11 718.90
Children 4 0.40
Debris Burning 24 28.40
Lightning 45 91.90
Logging 1 2.00
Miscellaneous 41 234.70
Railroad 2 0.30
Recreation 31 4,006.10
Smoker 3 2.10

TOTAL: 162 5,084.80

TOTAL CAUSES FOR ALL FIRES

Arson 44 765.10
Children 33 42.20
Debris Burning 166 477.80
Lightning 268 730.50
Logging 11 28.40
Miscellaneous 208 673.60
Railroad 11 13.10
Recreation 110 4,239.70
Smoker 12 5.10
TOTAL WESTSIDE: 311 473.10
TOTAL EASTSIDE: 552 6,502.40
GRAND TOTAL.: 863 6,975.50

* A Classified fire is an uncontrolled fire requiring suppression action by the department or it's cooperators to prevent the fire from
spreading to or burning on any lands for which the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has the protection responsibility.



Preliminary Totals for Classified Fires

Fires by Size Class
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State of Washington
Department of Natural Resources

Preliminary Totals for Classified Fires
From 1/1/2004 to 12/31/2004

NORTHEAST REGION

General Cause

Arson

Pyromaniac

Children

Children 10-18
Children 3-9
None

Debris Burning

Failure to patrol

Failure to thoroughly extinguish
Fire left unattended

Insufficient manpower

None

Lightning

None

Logging

Sparks from equipment

Miscellaneous

Burning material from auto
(other than smoking)
Electric fence/Power Line
Fireworks other than children
None

Other

Sparks from burning building
Sparks from equipment
Sparks from vehicle
Spontaneous Combustion
Structure Fire

Under Investigation
Unknown

Railroad
Carbon from engine/speeder exhaust

Hot brake shoes
None
Track maintenance

Recreation

Camper
Day Use
Other

Smoker

Adult Smoking
Other
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0.10

12.10
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73.60
25.70

231.30

622.30
622.30

1.30
1.30
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162.90
0.50
1.60
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0.50
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9.00
0.00
1.20
0.00
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47.50
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0.10
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NORTHWEST REGION

General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Arson
None 1 0.20
Pyromaniac 4 31.00
TOTAL: 5 31.20
Children
Children 10-18 2 0.20
Children 3-9 1 0.10
None 1 0.10
TOTAL: 4 0.40

Debris Burning

Failure to thoroughly extinguish 1 0.10
None 7 112.10
TOTAL: 8 112.20
Lightning
None 2 0.30
TOTAL: 2 0.30
Miscellaneous
Electric fence/Power Line 2 0.20
Fireworks other than children 9 2.60
None 2 7.30
Other 2 0.20
Sparks from equipment 1 0.90
Sparks from vehicle 1 0.20
Unknown 2 0.20
TOTAL: 19 11.60
Recreation
Camper 8 3.30
Other 1 0.50
TOTAL: 9 3.80
Smoker
Adult Smoking 1 0.50
TOTAL: 1 0.50

TOTAL: 48 160.00



OLYMPIC REGION

General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Arson
Other 2 4.50
Pyromaniac 2 0.30
TOTAL: 4 4.80
Children
Children 10-18 1 0.50
Children 3-9 1 6.00
TOTAL: 2 6.50

Debris Burning

Fire left unattended 3 2.70
Insufficient manpower 4 1.70
None 2 0.30
TOTAL: 9 4.70
Logging
Equipment burning 1 0.50
Other 2 2.60
TOTAL: 3 3.10
Miscellaneous
Electric fence/Power Line 1 0.30
Fireworks other than children 2 0.70
Other 5 1.10
Sparks from burning building 1 0.50
Unknown 1 16.00
TOTAL: 10 18.60
Recreation
Day Use 1 0.50
Hunter 1 0.50
TOTAL: 2 1.00
Smoker
Other 1 0.10
TOTAL: 1 0.10

TOTAL: 31 38.80



PACIFIC CASCADE REGION

General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Arson
None 2 0.70
Other 10 8.40
Pyromaniac 1 0.10
TOTAL: 13 9.20
Children
Children 10-18 6 19.20
Children 3-9 2 0.50
TOTAL: 8 19.70
Debris Burning
Failure to patrol 1 0.00
Failure to thoroughly extinguish 10 5.70
Fire left unattended 1 1.00
None 28 42.90
TOTAL: 40 49.60
Lightning
None 6 15.90
TOTAL: 6 15.90
Logging
Equipment burning 1 0.00
Other 2 17.30
TOTAL: 3 17.30

Miscellaneous

Burning material from auto 4 8.10
(other than smoking)
Electric fence/Power Line 2 0.50
Fireworks other than children 13 6.40
None 7 36.60
Other 22 11.70
Sparks from equipment 3 1.20
Sparks from vehicle 5 6.30
TOTAL: 56 70.80
Railroad
Carbon from engine/speeder 1 0.80
exhaust
Other 1 0.10
TOTAL: 2 0.90
Recreation
Camper 14 2.30
Day Use 3 11.10
Hunter 2 0.80
None 2 1.30
Other 12 2.70
TOTAL: 33 18.20
Smoker
Cigarette or cigar thrown from vehicle 4 1.60
None 1 0.60
TOTAL: 5 2.20

TOTAL: 166 203.80



SOUTH PUGET SOUND REGION

General Cause Number of Fires Total Acres
Arson
Other 4 0.30
Pyromaniac 5 0.50
TOTAL: 9 0.80
Children
Children 10-18 5 3.10
TOTAL: 5 3.10

Debris Burning

Failure to thoroughly extinguish 4 46.40
Fire left unattended 5 2.00
None 5 3.20
TOTAL: 14 51.60
Lightning
None 5 0.10
TOTAL: 5 0.10
Logging
Other 2 4.70
TOTAL: 2 4.70
Miscellaneous
Electric fence/Power Line 2 0.40
Fireworks other than children 5 0.90
Other 7 5.20
Vehicle Fire 1 0.10
TOTAL: 15 6.60
Recreation
Camper 4 0.70
Day Use 4 0.70
Hunter 2 0.00
None 1 0.00
Other 5 2.20
TOTAL: 16 3.60

TOTAL: 66 70.50



General Cause

SOUTHEAST REGION

None

Other

Pyromaniac

Under Investigation

TOTAL:
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1.70
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48.70
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88.30
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State of Washington
Department of Natural Resources

Total Number of Responses by Classification

From 1/1/2004 to 12/31/2004

NORTHEAST REGION

Classified

False Alarm*

Other Agency**

Unclassified***
Total

NORTHWEST REGION

Classified
False Alarm
Other Agency
Unclassified
Total

OLYMPIC REGION

Classified

False Alarm

Unclassified
Total

PACIFIC CASCADE REGION

Classified

False Alarm

Unclassified
Total

SOUTH PUGET SOUND REGION

Classified
False Alarm
Other Agency
Unclassified
Total

Number of Fires
390
307
67
49
813

Number of Fires
48
14
13
9
84

Number of Fires
31
18
8
57

Number of Fires
166
41
17
224

Number of Fires
66
15
22
5
108

Total Acres
1,417.60
0.00
7,155.10
242.10
8,814.80

Total Acres
160.00
0.00
592.10
0.90
753.00

Total Acres
38.80
0.00
1.00
39.80

Total Acres
203.80
0.00
0.20
204.00

Total Acres
70.50
0.00
75.60
0.00
146.10



SOUTHEAST REGION

Number of Fires Total Acres
Classified 162 5,084.80
False Alarm 121 0.00
Other Agency 75 41,413.40
Unclassified 10 0.00
Total 368 46,498.20
GRAND TOTALS FOR ALL FIRES
Number of Fires Total Acres
Classified 863 6,975.50
False Alarm 516 0.00
Other Agency 177 49,236.20
Unclassified 98 244.20
Grand Total: 1654 56,455.90

* A False Alarm is a reported fire on which initial attack dispatch action was initiated but no fire could be found, or a fire burning that
is controlled.

** Other Agency is a fire burning on another agencies jurisdiction and does not pose a imminent threat to Department of Natural
Resources protected lands and DNR supplies suppression resources through agreements or closest forces concept.

** Unclassified fires are fires that have gone out naturally or under prevailing weather or fuel conditions do not threaten Department
of Natural Resources protected lands.
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